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As early in my life as my memory runs, I remember my father
saying: ‘John, try to leave any place you come to better than you found
it’. He did not even say that | must succeed. He did say TRY. He was too
wise, and perhaps too human, to call for a ceaseless sacrifice. He simply
asked for some awareness, some attention to the bigger picture, some
stepping out of one’s immediate concerns, jealousies and ambitions. That
is what I ask of myself as president of the AUB, and that is what | ask of
you. It is not a heroic task — I shall strive to make the AUB a better
university than | found it.

Commencement Exercises, July 15, 1998
John Waterbury
A Multi- Faceted President AUB
Gala Dinner, June 27, 2008, 40 p., p. 1
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Participation and Initiative on the Local Level is for Everyone, 87
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